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What does a squirrel use 
from its habitat to  
live and to grow?  

Habitat Task Cards 1 

Could an alligator live at 
the Poles? Why  
or why not?  

These task cards should be cut and laminated for repeated use. Store by using a binder ring in 
    the corner or store in envelopes or a binder sleeve. 

The task cards here can be used at centers, individually or in small groups. Students can  
    respond pictorially or in wri en form. 

Many of the task cards support higher level thinking, making connec ons, synthesizing,  
    applica on and analyzing. 

Tracking included along with some basic answers. 
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3 Habitat Task Cards 
How do insects use soil  
to live and grow?  
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What does a 
bird use a tree 
for? 

What does a frog 
need a pond for?  
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What does a  
person need the 
sun for?   

Could a whale live in 
the desert? Why  
or why not?  

Habitat Task Cards 7 

How do people use  
water to live and  
grow?  
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Pick an animal 
and show what it 
needs plants for.  

What animals  
depend on other  
animals for food? 

What animals wouldn’t 
be able to survive in  
the desert and why? 
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Could people survive 
in the ocean? 
Why or why not?  

If you had to move to a 
different habitat, which 
one would you  
choose and why? 

Name a threat that harms 
animals of the ocean?  
Why is it harmful?  
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How do animals help 
plants?  

How many ways can you 
list that the sun helps  
living things grow  
and live? 

Some animals are herbivores 
(eat plants), some are 
(carnivores) eat animals  and 
some are omnivores (eat both).  
List as many of each as you can. 
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Grasshoppers eat grass and 
some birds eat grasshoppers, 
this is called a food chain. Can 
you name other food chains? 

Which animals live in 
your habitat? What    
needs do they have? 

Design a habitat poster, explain 
how the non living (plant/soil/
water/sun) are used by the  
plants and animals. 
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What do you think would 
happen if whales were 
brought to ponds, lakes or 
rivers to live?  

Why do you think so 
many plants and animals 
are becoming ins nct?  

In your opinion, what is 
the best habitat to live 
in and why? 



1) Could an alligator live at the Polar? Why or why not? (Lack of water, too cold, no suitable prey, no shelter.) 

2) What does a squirrel use from its habitat to live and to grow? (Trees to escape prey, find shelter, find nuts…) 

3) How do insects use soil to live and grow? (Shelter, food, escape predators) 

4) What does a bird use a tree for? (Rest, find shelter, find food in, build nests from, escape prey…) 

5) What does a frog need a pond for? (Lay eggs, find shelter, find food, escape prey) 

6) What does a human need the sun for?  (Find warmth, grow foods, recrea on..) 

7) How do people use water to live and grow? (To plant, to survive, to travel, to clean…) 

8) Could a whale live in the desert? Why or why not? (Needs water to survive, no shelter, no food, not a suitable tempera-
ture for a whale..) 

9) Pick an animal and show what it needs plants for. (Answers vary ...food, shelter...build nests…..) 

10) What animals depend on other animals for food? (Answers vary, whales, gers, snakes, some birds…) 

11) What animals wouldn’t be able to survive in the desert and why? (Answers will vary) 

12) Could people survive in the ocean? Why or why not? (Some may answer with a boat they could survive but a reminder 
that the water of the ocean is salt water not fresh) Answers will vary….may find food but not agriculture for plants or 
dairy type products) 

13) If you had to move to a different habitat, which one would you choose and why? Answers will vary... 

14) Name a threat to the ocean habitat that harms animals of the ocean?  Why is it harmful? Pollu on, over fishing... 

15) How many ways can you list that the sun (non living) helps living things grow and live? Answers will vary, grow crops, 
warmth, day and night ….) 

16) How do animals help plants? Bees and birds help with pollina on, spreading of seeds for plants to survive. 

17) Some animals are herbivores (eat plants), some are (carnivores) eat animals  and some are omnivores (eat both).  List 
as many of each as you can. 

18) Grasshoppers eat grass and some birds eat grasshoppers, this is called a food chain. Can you name other food chains? 

19) Which animals live in your habitat? What  living and non living  needs do they have? Answers will vary. 

20) Design a habitat poster, explain how the non living (plant/soil/water/sun) are used by the plants and animals. 

21) What do you think would happen if whales were brought to ponds, lakes or rivers to live? (Not big enough, the animals 
in the pond/lake/rivers wouldn’t survive as they would become food for the whales, eventually the whales would die 
too) Answers will vary  but this helps students understand the unique interac ons of every habitat. 

22) Why do you think so many plants and animals are becoming ins nct? (pollu on, building, fires, over crowding…) 

23) In your opinion, what is the best habitat to live in and why? 
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1) Could an alligator live at the Polar? Why or why not?  

2) What does a squirrel use from its habitat to live and to grow?  

3) How do insects use soil to live and grow?  

4) What does a bird use a tree for?  

5) What does a frog need a pond for?  

6) What does a human need the sun for?   

7) How do people use water to live and grow?  

8) Could a whale live in the desert? Why or why not?  

9) Pick an animal and show what it needs plants for.  

10) What animals depend on other animals for food?  

11) What animals wouldn’t be able to survive in the desert and why?  

12) Could people survive in the ocean? Why or why not?  

13) If you had to move to a different habitat, which one would you choose and why?  

14) Name a threat to the ocean habitat that harms animals of the ocean?  Why is it harmful?  

15) How many ways can you list that the sun (non living) helps living things grow and live?  

16) How do animals help plants?  

17) Some animals are herbivores (eat plants), some are (carnivores) eat animals  and some are 
omnivores (eat both).  List as many of each as you can. 

18) Grasshoppers eat grass and some birds eat grasshoppers, this is called a food chain. Can 
you name other food chains? 

19) Which animals live in your habitat? What  living and non living  needs do they have?  

20) Design a habitat poster, explain how the non living (plant/soil/water/sun) are used by the 
plants and animals. 

21) What do you think would happen if whales were brought to ponds, lakes or rivers to live? 
(Not big enough, the animals in the pond/lake/rivers wouldn’t survive as they would be-
come food for the whales, eventually the whales would die too)  

22) Why do you think so many plants and animals are becoming ins nct?  

23) In your opinion, what is the best habitat to live in and why? 
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Shade or circle when each task 
card has been completed. 
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