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Have you ever wondered how the water that leaves the surface of the earth as a gas/water 
vapor comes back to the surface of the earth?  When the 
water leaves the Earth’s surface, it is through the process 
of changing from a liquid to a gas called evapora on which 
is fueled by the sun. However, as the water vapor rises, it 
also cools and loses heat as it goes higher in the sky. When 
the water vapor cools, it also condenses. The par cles 
move more slowly as they cool which causes the vapor or 
the gas to change back to a liquid.  This process is called  
condensa on, it involves the change of state from a gas to 
a liquid. Condensa on is the opposite of evapora on. 
Clouds contain many ny droplets of water and when they 
get too heavy, they fall back to the surface of the earth as 
precipita on.  Clouds are a great example of  
condensa on.  Another examples of condensa on hap-
pens when there is very cold water or water and ice in a glass, you will no ce small water 
droplets on the outside of the glass. This is because the cold water cooled the air on the  
outside of the glass which causes the water vapor/gas on the air outside of the glass to con-
dense.  Dew is another form of condensa on.  On cool mornings, the water vapor cools on the 
surface of grass and plants forming ny water droplets. 

 
QUESTIONS: 

What are two examples of condensa on? 

     Why is condensa on the opposite of evapora on? 

     In your own words, describe condensa on. 

     What are clouds made of? 

     What change of state is condensa on? 

      What causes condensa on? 

 


