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Bats are the only mammals capable of true flight. With extremely long fingers and a 
wing membrane stretched between, the bat’s wing resembles the human hand. 
Almost 1,000 bat species can be found worldwide. In fact, bats make up a quarter 
of all mammal species on earth! 
 
70% of bats consume insects, sharing a large part of natural pest control. There are 
also fruit-eating bats; nectar-eating bats; carnivorous bats that prey on small  
mammals, birds, lizards and frogs; fish-eating bats, and perhaps most famously, the 
blood-sucking vampire bats of South America. 

Some bats have an amazing sense of hearing. They emit sounds that bounce off of 
objects in their path, sending echoes back to the bats. From these echoes, the bats 
can determine the size of objects, how far away they are, how fast they are travel-
ing and even their texture, all in a split second 
 
Bats find shelter in caves, crevices, tree cavities and buildings. Some species are sol-
itary while others form colonies of more than a million individuals. To survive the win-
ter some species of bat migrate, others hibernate. 

Make a list of nouns from the story, identify if they’re common, proper and person, place, thing or idea. 

Thanks to h p://www.defenders.org/bats/bats for the informa on about bats. 
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